The influence of birth spacing on child survival in Bangladesh: a life table approach.
In this paper we have attempted to demonstrate the relationship between birth spacing and child survival in Bangladesh using data from the 2004 Bangladesh Demographic Health Survey (BDHS). We used standard life table techniques to estimate the probability of child survival and appropriate spacing of births. Logistic regression models were used to investigate the covariates, along with the birth interval that has significant influence on child survival. Study results showed that the probability of child survival was much lower when the preceding birth interval was less than 12 months, and it may be also impeded by a higher birth interval. Child survival probability was highest for a preceding birth interval of 5 years; thereafter, the probability declined. Results of the logistic regression model clearly showed that preceding birth interval was an important and strongly significant factor in explaining infant and child mortality. While education, current age, breastfeeding status and birth order were substantial and highly significant factors both in infant and child mortality, socio-economic factors such as occupation and socio-economic status showed a significant effect only on child mortality. Postponing another child (for a birth interval of 5 years and above) and proper spacing of births would have a noticeable effect in reducing the level of mortality.